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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application is a 371 of PCT/JP03/12807, filed on October 6, 2003. 

2. Claims 1-24 are now pending. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

4. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

5. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 4-1 1, 23 & 24 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claims cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. 
See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

7. Claims 3 & 17 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 3, line 9: "the reproduction means" should be -the reproducing means—. 
Claim 17, line 9: please delete the comma after "medium". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

9. Claims 1-3, 12-14, 16, 17 & 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Higaki et al: (JP 2002-290899) (please refer to the machine translation). 

In regard to claim 1, Higaki et al. disclose a reproducing apparatus (Drawing 1) for 
reproducing information stored in an information storage medium (1), the reproducing apparatus 
comprising: reproducing means (2) for reproducing the information stored in the information 
storage medium; recognition means for recognizing identification information for identifying the 
information storage medium (understood from paragraph 0030: "identification information"); 
memory means (16) for storing information including the identification information (see 
paragraph 0030); reproduction halt control means (12) for causing the memory means to store, 
when halting a reproduction of an information storage medium, (i) identification information of 
the information storage medium (see paragraph 0030), which identification information has been 
recognized by the recognition means, and (ii) halt position information (see paragraph 0029: 
"last memory information") such that the identification information and the halt position 
information are correlated with each other (paragraph 0030: "judges whether it is in agreement 
with the identification information of the disk proper within last memory information"), the halt 
position information identifying a halt position on the information storage medium, from which 
halt position the reproducing means starts a reproduction of the information storage medium so 
that a next reproduction of the information storage medium starts from the halt position (see 
paragraph 0027: "resume function (last memory function)"); and reproduction start control 
means (12) for controlling a reproduction start position in accordance with the halt position 
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information stored in the memory means, when starting a reproduction of the information storage 
medium. 

In regard to claim 2, Higaki et al. disclose that when halting a reproduction of an 
information storage medium whose identification information is not recognizable by the 
recognition means (this is the condition "when the identification information of the disk which is 
going to start playback is not in agreement with the identification information of the disk proper 
within last memory information" described in paragraph 0030), the reproduction halt control 
means sets identification information for the information storage medium, and causes the 
memory means to store (i) the identification information thus set and (ii) halt position 
information such that the identification information and the halt position information are 
correlated with each other; and when starting a reproduction of the information storage medium 
whose identification information is not recognizable by the recognition means (the condition 
noted above), the reproduction start control means (12) controls a reproduction start position in 
accordance with the halt position information that is correlated with the identification 
information, stored in the memory means, that has been set when halting the reproduction. 

In regard to claim 3, Higaki et al. discloses that the memory means (16) is able to store (i) 
respective identification information of information storage media (paragraph 0030: 
"identification information of the disk"), and (ii) respective halt position information (paragraph 
0029: "last memory information") of the information storage media; and when starting a 
reproduction of an information storage medium, the reproduction start control means (12) 
controls the reproduction means (2) in accordance with halt position information of an 
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information storage medium to be reproduced, among the halt position information of the 
information storage media stored in the memory means. 

In regard to claim 12, Higaki et al. disclose a reproducing apparatus (Drawing 1), 
comprising: recognition means for recognizing identification information identifying an 
information storage medium (understood from paragraph 0030: "identification information"); 
memory means (16) for storing identification information recognized by the recognition means; 
reproduction halt control means (12) for causing the memory means to store the identification 
information and halt position information (see paragraph 0029: "last memory information") for 
identifying a reproduction halt position on the information storage medium such that the 
identification information and the halt position information are correlated with each other 
(paragraph 0030: "judges whether it is in agreement with the identification information of the 
disk proper within last memory information"), when halting a reproduction of the information 
storage medium; and reproduction start position control means (12) for determining, prior to a 
reproduction of the information storage medium and in accordance with the halt position 
information, a reproduction start position at a position which comes before the reproduction halt 
position (see patent claim 2: "resume playback starting position in the range to a front 
predetermined location from the above-mentioned predetermined location"), and for starting a 
reproduction from the reproduction start position. 

In regard to claim 13, Higaki et al. disclose that the information storage medium contains 
a moving image (note "video signal" in paragraph 0024), and the reproduction start position 
control means (12) temporarily suspends the reproduction at the reproduction halt position, and 
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displays a still image (paragraph 0031: "playback drawing halt"), and then restart a reproduction 
from the reproduction halt position (paragraph 0033: "resume playback"). 

In regard to claim 14, Higaki et al. disclose timer means for measuring time of displaying 
the still image, and for setting time to be measured (note paragraph 0034: "fixed time amount set 
up beforehand"), wherein: the reproduction is restarted after the time thus set elapses (paragraph 
0034: "resume playback"), or the reproduction is restarted upon receipt of a reproduction 
instruction (paragraph 0036: "when a last memory key is pushed") during displaying of the still 
image. 

Claims 16, 17 & 19-22 have limitations similar to those of claims 1-3, 12 & 14; thus, they 
are rejected on the same basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 15 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Higaki et 
al. in view of Kurata et al. (US 5,315,400) and Fujita et al. (US 5,974,219). 

For a description of Higaki et al., see the rejection above. Furthermore, Higaki et al. 
disclose: in regard to claim 15, display means (understood from paragraph 0021 : "outputs a 
video signal"); and input means for setting the reproduction start position (understood from 
paragraph 0032: "resume playback starting position"), wherein: the reproduction start position 
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control means (12) starts a reproduction from the reproduction start position which has been set 
via the input means (paragraph 0027: "resume function"). 

However, Higaki et al. do not disclose: in regard to claim 15, that the display means 
displays the identification information and the halt position information. 

Kurata et al. disclose: in regard to claim 15, displaying identification information (see 
patent claim 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by the applicant to have applied the teachings of Kurata et al. to the apparatus of 
Higaki et al., the motivation being to enable a user to verify compatibility (see column 3, lines 3- 
8). 

Fujita et al. disclose: in regard to claim 15, displaying halt position information (see 
patent claim 13). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention by the applicant to have applied the teachings of Fujita et al. to the apparatus of Higaki 
et al., the motivation being to obtain high efficiency in video editing (see column 3, lines 9-15). 

Claim 18 has limitations similar to those of claim 15; thus, it is rejected on the same 

basis. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Yokota et al. (US 5,619,483) disclose automatic termination of recording, which includes 
detecting the stop of reproduction by using discrimination as to the occurrence or nonoccurrence 
of control data and audio data. 
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Furukawa et al. (US 6,388,960) disclose a disk player having a mechanism for 
discriminating whether a disk is a memory disk or an audio disk, and for setting a pause mode 
when the disk is judged as a memory disk. 

Takeuchi (US 7,184,376) discloses a reproducing apparatus having a function of 
obtaining time information of a stop and a discrimination ID and records these as resume data. 
13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to P. Agustin whose telephone number is 571-272-7567. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea Wellington can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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